1645                               JOHN EVELYN                                  203

There being at this time a ship bound for the Holy
Land, I had resolved to embark, intending to see Jerusa^
lem, and other parts of Syria, Egypt and Turkey; but
after I had provided all necessaries, laid in snow to cool
our drink, bought some sheep, poultry, biscuit, spirits,
and a little cabinet of drugs in case of sickness, our ves-
sel (whereof Captain Powell was master), happened to be
pressed for the service of the State, to carry provisions to
Candia, now newly attacked by the Turks; which alto-
gether frustrated my design, to my great mortification.

On the ... of June, we went to Padua, to the fair of
their St. Anthony, in company of divers passengers.
The first terra firma we landed at was Fusina, being
only an inn where we changed our barge, and were then
drawn up by horses through the river Brenta, a straight
channel as even as a line for twenty miles, the country
on both sides deliciously adorned with country villas and
gentlemen's retirements, gardens planted with oranges,
,figs, and other fruit, belonging to the Venetians. At
one of these villas we went ashore to see a pretty con-
trived palace. Observable in this passage was buying
their water of those who farm the sluices; for this arti-
ficial river is in some places so shallow, that reserves of
water are kept with sluices, which they open and shut
with a most ingenious invention, or engine, governed
even by a child. Thus they keep up the water, or let
it go, till the next channel be either filled by the stop,
or abated to the level of the other ; for which every boat
pays a certain duty. Thus, we stayed near half an hour
and more, at three several places, so as it was evening
before we got to Padua. This is a very ancient city, if
the tradition of Antenor's, being the founder, be not a
fiction; but thus speaks the inscription over a stately
gate:

antiquissimam urbem literarwn omnium asylum, cujus
agrumfertilitatis Lumen Natura esse 'voluii, Antenor condidit,
anno ante Christum natum M. Cxviii; Senatus autem Venetus his
belli propugnaculis ornavitP

The town stands on the river Padus, whence its natne,
and is generally built like Bologna, on arches and on
brick, so that one may walk all around it, dry, and in
the shade ; which is very convenient in these hot coun-
tries, and I think I was never sensible of so burning ave on these solemnities, they being
